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Abstract

The nature of electoral contest in Punjab was bipolar since the reorganization of the state in 1966.
There was always a direct contest between traditional political parties of Punjab i.e.; Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) and Indian National Congress (INC). Both of these political parties were governing the state
alternately. This bipolar party politics is challenged by Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, in which AAP emerged as a third player by securing 4 seats out of 13 seats. Furthermore,
2017 assembly polls strengthened the position of AAP, as party became the main opposition party in
the assembly by winning 20 seats. But the 2022 Punjab Assembly elections marked a transformative
moment in the state's political landscape in which Aam Aadmi Party secured an unprecedented victory.
This was a new landmark in the performance of AAP, as the party formed the government by winning
92 Vidhan Sabha seats in the state. Consequently, the nature of electoral contest in Punjab has
converted into multi-polar from the bipolar. This research paper aims to analyze the reasons behind the
landslide victory of AAP in 2022 Punjab Assembly Polls and its affect on the nature of electoral contest
in Punjab. The main reasons behind the massive victory of AAP were the voters’ anger against the
existing political parties, Delhi Governance Model of AAP, Leadership of Bhagwant Maan, support of
youth and women, farmer agitation, internal factionalism in Congress and SAD, effective campaign
strategy and people’s uproar for change.
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Introduction

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which is known as a party of ‘common man’ formally
launched on November 26, 2012. It is emerged from the India against Corruption movement
led by social activist Anna Hazare. The party was founded as a result of disagreements
between activists Anna Hazare and Arvind Kejriwal about whether to politicize the well-
known India against Corruption movement, which had been calling for a Jan Lokpal Bill
since 2011. While Anna Hazare favored the campaign staying politically neutral, Arvind
Kejriwal believed that the failure of agitation route required active political participation.
Arvind Kejriwal and Anna Hazare decided on September 19, 2012, that their disagreements
about a political role could not be resolved ™.

Kejriwal launched the party to bring clean, transparent, and accountable governance. The
Gandhian socialist idea of Swaraj has been recognised as a fundamental principle by the
party. It believes that through swaraj, the government will be directly accountable to the
people instead of higher officials. According to Kejriwal, the AAP is entering politics in
order to change the system and will not be led by any ideology. He said, “We are common
men. If we find our solution in the left, we are happy to borrow it from there. If we find our
solution in the right, we are happy to borrow from there.” However some experts believed
that AAP is following Centrist- Leftist Ideology ?. The party made its electoral debut in
2013 Delhi Legislative Assembly Elections and gained early success by forming the minority
government in Delhi with the help of Indian National Congress. Later, AAP scored a
landslide victory by winning 67 seats out of 70 seats in Delhi Assembly Polls 2015. In 2020
Delhi Legislative Assembly election party won 62 seats and formed the government in the
Union territory.

The party registered its entrance in Punjab Politics in 2014 General Elections, when party
became successful to win 4 Lok sabha seats out of 13 seats. It was an eye opening contest for

the traditional political parties of Punjab i.e. SAD and INC which were dominating the
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electoral politics of the state since 1966. The election results
demonstrated that the vote bank of these parties is shifting
towards AAP 1. In 2017 Punjab Assembly polls party won
20 seats and become the second largest party in the
assembly. However the main regional political party of
Punjab Shiromani Akali Dal turned down to the third
position. The landslide victory of AAP in 2022 Punjab
Vidhan Sabha elections has brought a new era of alternative
politics in the state as The party won 92 seats in the
assembly elections on its own. This victory reflects a
yearning hope of Punjab’s people to change the legacy left
behind by the established political parties. There are so
many reasons which contributed to the exceptional
performance of AAP. The arrival of AAP in Punjab
drastically changed the deep-rooted bipolar mode of
electoral politics.

Result Analysis of Punjab Vidhan Sabha Elections 2022

Table 1 depicts the seats won by the different political
parties and their vote share in the Punjab Vidhan Sabha
Elections 2022. AAP secured the first position by its
magnificent performance as party won 92 seats with 42%
vote share. It is a massive victory in the sense that no
political party in electoral history of Punjab won as many
seats as won by AAP on its own. On the other hand
incumbent party INC won 18 seats with 22.98% vote share.
Earlier this party won 77 seats in Punjab Assembly polls in
2017. Shiromani Akali Dal demonstrated its awful
performance as party won only 3 seats in the assembly. BJP
and BSP won 2 and 1 seats respectively. One seat was won
by independent candidate named Rana Inder Partap Singh.

Table 1: Seats Won and Vote Share of Political Parties in 2022
Punjab Vidhan Sabha Elections

Seats won out Vote
Name of the Party of 117 seats share%
Aam Aadami Party (AAP) 92 42%
Indian National Congress(INC) 18 22.98%
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 3 18.38%
Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) 2 6.6%
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 1 1.77%
Independent 1 2.94%
Source: Election Commission of India (ECI)
Table 2: Region Wise Result
Region | Seats | AAP | INC | SAD+ | BJP | Others
Malwa 69 66 2 1 0 0
Majha 25 16 7 1 1 0
Doaba 23 10 9 2 1 1
Total 117 92 18 4 2 1

Source: Election Commission of India (ECI)

Table 2 represents the region wise election performance of
political parties in 2022 Punjab Assembly Polls. It clearly
shows that Malwa region is dominated by the AAP as party
won 66 seats out of 69 seats. The performance of AAP in
Majha and Doaba is also satisfactory as party won 16 and 10
seats respectively. INC and SAD’s vote bank has shrunk in
Malwa as both of these parties won 2 and 1 seat
respectively. INC won 7 seats in Majha and SAD won only
1 seat. BJP also registered its presence in Majha by winning
1 seat. On the other hand, 9, 1 and 2 seats have been won by
INC, BJP and SAD respectively in Doaba region.
Independent candidate also won 1 seat in the Doaba region.
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The following are some of the significant reasons that
contribute to AAP’s overwhelming victory in 2022
Punjab Assembly Polls

e Voters outrage against existing parties: The
percentage of votes bagged by the AAP in Punjab
shows that there was massive disenchantment against
the ruling Congress and the SAD. When people were
asked, “Should the Congress government of Punjab get
another Chance”, then 48% respondents wanted that the
incumbent government should be overthrown ©. The
awful defeat of the incumbent chief minister Charanjit
Singh Channi (Who lost both of the seats he contested
for), five-time chief minister Parkash Singh Badal, two-
time chief minister Amarinder Singh, former deputy
chief minister Sukhbir Singh Badal, and state Congress
party chief Navjot Singh Sidhu showed the anger of the
people towards these traditional parties 1.

e Kejriwal’s Delhi Model: The need for improved public
services and economic disappointment turned out to be
major election concerns. Voters generally believed that
the Congress-government in power had done a good job
on matters pertaining to governance and infrastructure
development. However, there was widespread
dissatisfaction about employment, health care, and
education. Eighty-eight percent of voters complained
about rising unemployment rates, corruption, drug issue
and most were dissatisfied with the current healthcare
system, according to a post-election survey conducted
by The Hindu-CSDS-Lokniti Punjab. Therefore, a key
factor in the AAP's triumph was its pledge to implement
its "Delhi Model" in Punjab 1. During the CSDS post
poll survey, in response to the question, “which party
would be best for the development of the state?”” 40.2%
respondents gave their answer in favor of AAP.

e Leadership of Bhagwant Mann: When Bhagwant
Mann was declared the chief ministerial candidate, the
party was able to shed the label of outsider that its
opponents had used against it. With his sparkling clean,
son-of-the-soil  persona, Mann, the well-known
comedian who has won the trust of Punjabis with his
political and social satire 7. Many people's hearts were
warmed by the tears that fell from his eyes when his
name was announced as Chief Minister. He received
tremendous support from voters of all castes and
religions, as well as from both rural and urban areas 1.

e Uproar for Change: The Congress and the SAD have
traditionally been at the centre of Punjabi politics.
People thought that the leaders had not changed the
state, while the sense of dissatisfaction spread on the
ground. On corruption claims against the Badals and the
state's drug lords, the Amarinder Singh government
took minimal action, and the Congress and the Akalis
were accused of working hand in hand. People all
around Punjab, especially in the Malwa region, wanted
the state to change this time. After 70 years of two
major parties controlling the state, voters felt that they
had failed to produce any outcomes. They believed that
it was time to give another party a chance. Years of
dissatisfaction with the INC and SAD governments
fueled public demand for change. Corruption scandals,
agrarian distress, and unfulfilled promises created
fertile ground for a new political narrative [,

e Farmer’s Agitation: The three controversial
agricultural laws were finally repealed by the Central
government as a result of the more than a year-long
farm agitation, and the demonstration helped the AAP
to support the demonstrators and win the faith of
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Punjabi Voters. In areas such as Malwa, many villages
put up banners that prohibited entry for politicians
associated with Mr Modi's government or those who
supported the farm laws. Widespread dissatisfaction
with established political parties was also reflected in
the protests; they were portrayed as the "common
enemy" and were neither permitted to take part in the
strike nor could do anything but watch in fear (2],

e Factionalism in Congress and SAD: Conflict within
the Congress party persisted in Punjab before the
election. The initial dispute between Punjab Congress
chief Navjot Singh Sidhu and former chief minister
Amarinder Singh damaged the party's reputation in the
state beyond repair. The party appointed Charanjit
Singh Channi as the new chief minister shortly after
Amarinder Singh resigned. But a few days later, Channi
and Sidhu started arguing again about the State CM's
face. It is believed that this further harmed the party's
reputation. Furthermore, the Channi factor was
ineffective in restoring the party's damaged reputation
before the election. Finally the groupism in the party
weakened the party position in elections (', Shiromani
Akali Dal also faced internal rift in the party, when a
number of well-known leaders of the party, including
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, Sewa Singh Sekhwan, Ranjit
Singh Brahampura, and others, quit the party. While
some of them joined other political parties, others went
on to start their own parties 2. This internal
factionalism within INC and SAD helped the AAP to
connect with the voters.

e Support of Youth and Women: The AAP received an
immense amount of support from Punjab's women and
youth voters who wished to give the "aam aadmi" party
an opportunity to implement new reforms in the state.
In addition, Kejriwal made it a point to connect with the
women of state during the election campaign that if the
party came to power, it is our pledge to deposit Rs 1000
into the bank accounts of all women in the state who
were at least eighteen years old. Even while many
acknowledged that such populist promises are typically
made to be broken, this promise attracted him to this
segment of society 1. AAP promised to give 25 Lakhs
new jobs to the youngsters of Punjab in his election
manifesto, which created a great enthusiasm in the
young voters.

o Effective campaign Strategy and role of media: AAP
leveraged a data-driven campaign model, combining
door-to-door outreach, social media, and public rallies.
Kejriwal had unveiled a 10 point 'Punjab Model', drawn
from its model of governance in Delhi, and assured the
voters of creating a new-age, prosperous, and forward-
looking Punjab. The AAP slogan “Is baar na
khaawaange dhokha, Bhagwant Maan te Kejriwal nu
dewaange mauka (We won’t get fooled this time, will
give a chance to Bhagwant Mann and Kejriwal)” left a
lasting impression on the voters. The Aam Aadmi
Party, had successfully conducted online campaigns.
AAP's campaigns were mostly centered on
unemployment, nflation, the agricultural crisis,
education and COVID-19 mismanagement. The clear
and focused campaign of AAP attracted the majority of
Punjabi voters [14],

Conclusion

Punjab has historically been a battleground between two
primary political forces: the Indian National Congress (INC)
and the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD). The emergence of the
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), a relatively new player in state
politics, and its overwhelming success in the 2022 elections,
has disrupted this traditional bipolar structure. The
emergence of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in Punjab
represents a significant transformation in the state's political
discourse. Its appeal was rooted in a reformist agenda
emphasizing transparency, anti-corruption, and improved
public service delivery. The party's grassroots mobilization
and strategic projection of regional leadership facilitated its
resonance with diverse voter segments. AAP's ascendance in
Punjab culminated in a decisive mandate in the 2022
Assembly elections, signaling a shift toward alternative and
performance-based politics in the region.
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